OSCE Chronicle assessment trips, the idea emerged to dispatch a Police Advisory Group (PAG) of 52 foreign police officers which received the required consensus in July. Its task would be to assist and advise the Kyrgyz police in the south of the country in coping with the turbulent situation there. Although the idea acquired the necessary consensus within the Permanent Council, so far the group has never been dispatched due to growing unease on the Kyrgyz side. Quite a few Kyrgyz state bodies, in particular also the Kyrgyz police, joined by local officials in the south, turned out to be strongly against this foreign element in the southern region of the country. The powerfully organized criminal mafia in the region probably also had some influence concerning local feelings with regard to the OSCE's planned arrival. It was not only state bodies, but also civil society groups which opposed this OSCE action which was aimed at helping the country to cope with the aftermath of the June turmoil. The result was that the PAG has been buried before its official launch, not as a result of unwillingness on the side of the OSCE, but due to a lack of enthusiasm at the receiving end.
In November this idea was replaced by a Community Security Initiative that received PC approval on the 18th of this month. It strongly resembles what the OSCE has been doing over the past few years in providing substantial assistance to the Kyrgyz police force in the area of police reform and community policing. For this purpose a group of 31 foreign policing experts and 27 local support staff will be created which will advise police units in the south of the country in fostering relations with the community, including with different ethnic groups. However, certain activities may also take place in other areas in the country, again demonstrating that this new initiative is related much more to police reform in general than the specific problems in the south. The main focus of the project will be eight police stations in the south and two police stations in the Chuy region. The budget for this one-year project is a little over 3 million euros which has to be raised through voluntary contributions from the OSCE participating states. It seems that this new CSI initiative will have even less impact than the originally designed PAG, as it does not seem to be designed to focus on the key problems which lie behind the turmoil in June. This does not mean that this initiative will not have any positive impact on the country, but its impact on the reasons for the ethnic violence in 2010 will be minimal.
Peaceful elections in Kyrgyzstan
After the violent events in April and June 2010 in Kyrgyzstan, the national elections in the country in October were conducted in a largely peaceful atmosphere. As a matter of fact the Kyrgyz elections are generally considered to have been one of the most free and fair in the Central Asian region for years. Although OSCE election monitoring missions usually more or less strongly criticize elections in the five countries in the region (if they are allowed to observe elections at all), on this occasion the mission expressed its satisfaction about the way the elections had been conducted. The OSCE mission stated that political competition took place in a free environment, the Central Elections Commission's (CEC) work was genuinely
